ﬁ Science in the Movies: Lorenzo’s Oil (1992)

Grade Level: 5-9

Topics: Biology - Medicine - Perseverance in Science

Scene: Lorenzo’s parents research to find a treatment for their son’s rare disease.
Approx. Timestamp: 00:45:00 - 00:50:00

¥ Before You Watch
1. How do scientists discover new treatments?
2. Why is research importantin medicine?

3. How can families be part of scientific discovery?

¢ Prediction Time!
What might Lorenzo’s parents do when doctors have no answers?

ﬁ A. Science Connections
1. What is the scientific problem in the movie?
2. How do Lorenzo’s parents apply research and observation?
3. What biological system is affected?

4. Why is collaboration important in medicine?

[l B. Data & Analysis

1. Ifresearchers test 20 compounds and only 1 works, what percentage is
successful?

2. How do scientists measure effectiveness in medical research?

3. Whatvariables must be controlled during testing?

. C. Real-World Connection

1. How does this movie show the power of persistence in research?



2. What does “peer review” mean in science?

3. What modern examples show patient-led innovation?

Q D. Reflection
e Whatdoes Lorenzo’s Oilteach about perseverance and love in science?

e Why is ethical approval vital in medical studies?

« ¥+ Complete: “Science saves lives when...”

Did You Know?

The film is based on a true story — Augusto and Michaela Odone developed a real oil
therapy for ALD.

£ “Never give up, because somewhere, someone needs your discovery.”

@ Extension

Create a Medical Research Poster.
Choose a disease, describe how it affects the body, and summarize how science studies it.
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